
EXTRACT FROM TEACHING AND LEARNING COMMITTEE MINUTES: 7.12.05

05.213
APL and Exemptions for Previous Study

The Committee noted that the Working Group had discussed the issue of exemptions for Access programmes and that the candidates seeking exemptions fell broadly into two categories:

· applicants holding at least five GCSEs including Mathematics and English;

· applicants holding a higher award.

a)
Applicants holding five GCSEs

The Committee noted that a number of Access programmes made provision for exemptions from the first 60 credits on the basis of five GCSEs at Grade C or above, including Mathematics and English GCSE (equates to NICATS Level 2).

The Group considered that applicants who have attained some qualifications at GCSE level only would not have demonstrated that they were capable of undertaking study at Higher Education level and should not be offered exemption from the first 60 credit points as no mapping of outcomes had been undertaken.  They could however be considered for individual exemptions from those modules that offer the equivalencies. 

b)
Students Holding a Higher Award

The Committee noted that some applicants to University courses who already held A levels or degrees, but without high enough grades or specific subjects, faced increasing difficulties in finding suitable subject-specific A level providers and that Access courses by default were the only option available for such students wishing to change careers and gain access to University programmes.  

The Committee considered that Access programmes, with their ethos of widening participation in Higher Education for under-represented groups by providing for mature students without conventional entry requirements, were not designed to meet the specific needs of students holding higher level qualifications.  There was an issue of how specific ‘shortfalls’ in qualifications presented by such applicants could be met.

It was noted that with regard to exemptions, as such students had already demonstrated that they were fully capable of undertaking study at Higher Education level and therefore would not be disadvantaged by not taking the first 60 credit points of the programme in terms of building confidence and learning skills, could be granted exemptions for the first 60 credit points (the maximum permitted).

AGREED:

i)
that automatic exemption for 60 credit points on the basis of five or more GCSE qualifications at Grade C or above (including Mathematics and English) be withdrawn with effect from 2006/07 for new and existing programmes;

ii)
that exemptions might be considered through APL arrangements for modules providing for equivalence to GCSE Mathematics and English for applicants holding these qualifications;

iii)
that University staff responsible for admission decisions be encouraged to identify from their experience the specific ‘shortfalls’ in higher qualifications presented by applicants, and whether an appropriate programme could be developed for students who already met the University’s general entry requirements; and that an increased awareness of the purpose and nature of Access programmes be promoted within Faculties;

iv)
that the impact of the admission of well qualified students to Access courses be monitored by FHCCs through the annual course review process.
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