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Abstract

The modeling of the long-run dynamics of language competition as well as of the sur-
vival of (minority) languages is reviewed. One can thereby distinguish three basic types of
models in the literature.

In macro models the transmission of the involved languages by the family and public
institutions from one generation to the next is in the center of the analysis. This transmission
is generally determined by the aggregate number of speakers of the different languages as
well as by status and acquisition planning. The implicit or explicit parental choice of the
language(s) in which their children are socialized involves a trade-off between emotional
attachment to a language and its practical usefulness. This trade-off is influenced by the
relative status of the idioms, which in turn is a result of language policy. We present a meta
model of this approach.

In micro models the chief driving force behind language choice and change is imitation
during random encounters of single individuals. This approach allows the analysis of the
spatial distribution of language use and the changes thereof. This approach can also be used
to analyze changes in corpus and structure of the language as a system.

The third approach consists of various hybrids of the other two.
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